The Manure Report Card:
A 1-5 Guide to Dairy Herd Health

Manure scoring is a “short-term report
card” reflecting a cow’s metabolic and
digestive processes over the preceding
24 to 72 hours, allowing rapid,
data-driven adjustments to feeding
strategies.

PART 1:
CONSISTENCY
SCORE SCALE
(1-5)

RSy

Score 2 Score 4

suggests high indicates high
assage rates
F lush pasture).

SCORE 3:
SCORE 1: THE IDEAL TARGET
CRITICAL Nutritional Gold Standard:
DYSFUNCTION Balanced Rumen Efficiency

Physical Supporting Detail:

et Indicates optimal nutrient
Characteristic: utilization, balanced fiber

Connnstency: digestion, and peak milk
Watery / Soup-like production potential.
Stack Height:

< 0.5 inches

Supporting Detail:
Signals clinical
iliness, infectious
infectious disease,
or severe STATISTIC: 95%
rumen acidosis.

Excess protein;
high nsk of SARA.

Group Uniformity Goal

In healthy herds, at least
95% of cows should share
the same consistent
manure score.

fiber/low protein.

15-2.0
Inches

SCORES 2 & 4:
MANAGEMENT

INDICATORS

Stack
Height:
> 3.0

@ -Linches

SCORE 5:
DIGESTIVE
STASIS

Physical
Characteristic:
Firm / Segmented

Stack Height:
> 3.0 inches

Supporting Detail:

Indicates severe
dehydration or a
diet of extremely
low-quality
straw/lignin.

Mainutrition or
severe
dehydration.



